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.. (This article should be reta_:’hedforfuiyre reference)

“The following notes summarise the provisions of the Road
Traffic Act'1976, with regard to the issue and use of Tractor
Drivers Permits,. .- .. . - ‘ s

*_Application forms (reference No: RTLD 1) can be oblained
from any Registering Officer, or District Administrator, as
well as from the Commercial Farmers’ Union. The farmer,
miger or his manager may authorise on the application forms,
the. issue of a tractor drivers permit to a persan who I
employed by him 1o drive a-tractor owned by the farmer or
miner., 5 . : '

A self employed farmer can apply to the District Ad-
ministrator of the area concerned for issue of such an

" authority. - : .

" The:sarne form:can be used for the issuc of a dupll'ca‘tc‘mc- :

~ tor'drivess permit to replace the original provided the person
authorising the issue is satisfied that the original parmit has
been. either destroyed, {ost or defaced. Certain conditions are
-Iaid- down conceming the persons authorising the jssu¢ of he
trector drivers permits. These are as follows:.
a. A permit MUST NOT be issued 1o any person whe:

1:- - Is ‘under 16 years of age

il. “holds @ Zimbabwe drivers licence in the cless to which -

. tractots belong ‘
‘1ii. et the time is prohibited by the Court from driving’
. tractors. ‘ ~
b. The issutr himself must hold a valid Zimbabwe drivers
licence in the class to which tractors belong. If ke holds a
dicence. in class two or class four he is deemed to hold a
~-=-liconce 4nclass five, —— -t - —
<. The issuér must be satisfied that the person to whom the
permit is to be issued kndws all the rules of the road, road

* signals end road signs and that he is competent to drive and

contro! such a vehicle. He must also be satisfied that the
-drlver docs not suffer from any diseass or disability that -

B -may affect his abllity to perform such duties. - . >

- *-‘On authori
. 40 thczlac

mediately by the dssver o he Registrar ‘of - Road - Traffic
 Lcences,~P :0-Box CY..760. . Chequesshould be made
‘peysble 15 *Exchequer ACcOUAY™. - v, L . .

- The ‘duplicate :RTLD 1 -form will ‘be treated :as’ a -fractor

 drivérs pérmit fora period 6F.up o 30 days o urtl the sotiel
~ractor driverspermit:(RTLD, 2) is processed nd returned by .

¢ Registrar, (The fee of $2 must be submitted irespective of
whether the application is.for dn original or duplicate tractor
- .. 7. The tractor driver. also has certain obligations and thicse are
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g B e L et o b et
fordriver jmmédiaiely. “The original document,
L the prescribed fee of $2, must be forwarded im- -

|l *A’ marks the area 10 km from farm boundsry, ©
'~ {2, *B’ merks the area of municipality, town coumliror B

B ‘R1-R7' marks a road, - .

| LLOWING a flood of enquiries regandlng th‘é law which goveﬁis ferm tractors enél,tx'aﬂei'a
. o public roads the following is 2 reprint of the provisions of the Road Traffic Act. ‘

as follows: o .

8. if he is under 18 years of age he may only drive tractors
havinganetmassof upto 2300kg. - - o

b. He must at all times carry the permit on him when driving
8 tractor. : )

c. He may only drive the tfector on the farm or reglstered

mining locatlon specificd on the permit es well &s within a
10 km wide belt outside the boundaries of the fairmor
location provided this is not within the urban aree of e tocal
authority. S : '

d. He must surrender the tractor drivers permit to whoever
authorised It if: : N .
I he ceascs to be employed on the establishment in

respect of which the permit was issued; or o

fi. he becomes the holder of & drivers licence of a class of

~ vehicle to which tractors belong; or

lil. heisrequiredtodoso. - .

The permit must be returned immediately to the Registrar
for cancellation, together with particulars of the reasons for-
such sutrender. - N S

It must be noted that the tractor drivers permit will immedi-

-aiely become invalid once the- holder is issued with & Zim-

- babwe drivers lcence in a'class which includes tractors. .

Tliustration depicting the imited use of unregistered
and unlicensed farm transport and the trector dilvers .
~ permit : : :

~designated arce of a rural councll, LT
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Road Tratﬁc Act conttmad
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THE FARMER) :
1. Maybo usad umgimred and unneonsed anywhem on tb9

_Btm and In the ddjscent eres A", et in the aret A& B, L
If the soad from R2-R3:R4-RS-R6 s.used for even cmmd, i L L4

minimum act insurance cover js required. -
2. May be used outzide the 10 km boundary onfy if pmpcrly
:eglstcmd and ltcetmed a.nd therefom insmd E

TKL TRACTO& DRWER .

1. May operato with a tractor drivers permit tor thrml
purposes onlywltbln&eueaofﬁth Enrmand thud acent
erea mearked 'A%, .

2.-May operete In area ‘B'nud thearea ‘A&B’ ONLYin
holds & natlonal drivers ticencs to drive trectors (class §).

3. May NOT drive any motor vehicle othet than gn - '
agﬂr;lutltum! trestor undsr aulhorlty oEa ‘teactor ddve:s
permit’. A

4. Legal roatters conoemlng the lasue gnd coatro! of tractor
drivers pérmits are dealt with undsr section 8 of’ the Road
.. Treffic Act, 1976. oL

TRACTORS, TRAILERS
AND THELAW

Among ths aumerous traffic laws which’:egulate the uss of

glesonmdsthe:emwmewh!chhaveavorywlde

tiop. to il kinds of vehicular tréffic gnd otiters ‘which -
“are more directly concomned with traffic of & specific nature.
Legislation conceming ‘the usc of the egricultursl tracior ofter .
falls inbo -this lmttet “category - and, .due 20 Hts specific-

applickilon, it is not gencrelly well kndwn. "
~. Legisiation &

mented by dlagmmmauc mustrauon

BRAKES
(% '!‘rqctm

Brakes must be cepable of brmglng ﬁn vehlclc torest
- from & speed of 25 knmu:wuhlnadlmm of12 m,
whethet dmwing 8 n&term mt '

”.,b 'lnl!ers

N wsmmémpdbuof mt il (i, a aller witha

- -load capacity of up to 550 kg) having no more than

* 1wo wheels and condtruction trellers, all tratlers are
. required tobe equ!pped wlm an emclent !m!epcndem
" braking syé Stem; ..
~{i.- Where. the brakes ofa tmller hav!ng ﬁour or more

.. 'wheels cannot be oporated from the drawing vehicle, -
" spemon reaponsible for opersting the bmkoa must be o

ontxztranetwhenmsmmouon
- This tequiremnent doss notappiy b eonstmction
- treflors or light Yeallers. - -~
R 5 Alraﬂorhaﬂngqmmofmtmmman
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the. wse 'of tractors ‘aind tmtorltrailer
combinations on roads is dlscussed under the following head.

ings and, where appropriste, this informauon has been snppde-

: 'fzﬂmkswhlchia;lmaqﬁthanowmnbm is ,
“treated s having {ts braking system operated from tho
_drewing vehicle.
- .. Inthese clrcumatam a special brake, operstor !s ot
' :equlted =

1GHTING REQUEREMENTS

Traétora uie no different from othor vchlclen in thie mpect.
. General mqulmments are:

& Headlsmpm o

. The vehicle mustbe equlpped withiat !east oitc heudlmip
and mey be fitted with 8 maximun of four. The beadlemp
must bs cpable of lluminating the road direcily ahead of
the vehicle for 8 minimum distarice of Afty metres and -
must be equlpped with e dip-switeh with whichi the driver '

.cen #4just the headlight beem. 4 irector which had only:
ons lm.lmp mus:nleo be ﬂned with aldsughn .

b. Tel Een:psz tmctom md trallers” ‘

. A tractor must be equipped with at least qnemﬂ tall lamp
or, If the vehicle widm exceedd 2,75m minimunt'of two.
a1l lsmps must bs Btied, When used In combination with e
tralier or trallers the last vohicls In tow is requirod Pl -
play the appropriats aumber of tall lamps. In thic casze ofe
"reglatered tractorftraller the reat registration plato inust be
Uluminated by white light from 8 concoaled source, this -
beingtheonly rear white: llght pemhaible K -

E{EFLECT@RS

“The vadaus types of reflectors malbsd tor. trectors,
trallers and combinations of these vehicles die illuatmed in
Appsndix ‘A’ and brleﬂy descﬁbsﬂ as follows:

&% Pront ret!eeto'm
-k Teactors:
Al tractors ere mqu!:ed eudlsp!:y whhc  réfiectors to
the front which when {ffuminsted by hesdlamps, ere
visible from g distencs of &t tosst mtm. .

T Trallers:
Traliers must display @ m‘hue xeﬂecﬂve lemr "‘1" on
ths extreme front offsids &2 the vehicls, € thm*mcﬁon

- mnmmexc!uded fsvmth!sxequlwmem.

b. Rnrhﬁeﬁom
Ahsavy tmctor, ie,wllhemtmof moreuan
72 300 kg, must display to the rear, 8 wamnl

- i.m chovron pattern conslstiag of red roflactive awﬂ

.. yoliow non-refiective mitzrials. The warning sign

e ke mtbedisp.aycdonww&rllatr&llorhln "
. tow, the trailer itself is requised to display certaln - ’;: O

" yofiective werning sings which arc considored
- sulficlent; Any trctor with & nist maas of leos umn
-2 30D kg need on!yd!sphytworeﬁxeﬁwbmb
’ ww"’ :'.dr g . . o ,.) . \-. ; .
B, Treflers” ¢ ~ .
“Two red mrxenecton mxsl be displayedbythe bl
= follawlng clasaes of trmilere: < (-9 p.a3 )

nlaﬁln ;



. Roéd Traffic Act caatisusd
» Light 1!
gk

: not exceoding SS0kg); = IR .
"« traflers owned by farmers and miners and ussd oxclusive-
ly for farming or mining purposes,end . . -
- o traliers not construstsd to olds,
> Qonstructioh trafiess and trallers which are constructed to
. carry goods, provided they do not fetl into the categories 8
_ . or'b ghove, are requised to display the chevron waming
- sjgn.of red reflective ard yellow non-reflective materal,
With the excoption pfconstiuction trallers every trailer is
required-to dlspley & red reflective letler "T" to the rearon
the extrome offiide. - = g
o . !
¢. Rofisetors: gides of valleles e S
A motor vehicle which alons or in combination with other
vehigles encesds anovorsll length of 8 m b required to
displey ambar reflector placed within 400 mm of epch
- end of the body of esch vehicle and thercafier at interyale
of not more then 4m. e ; S

d. Special visus! warsing device: trectors enditratiors -
- Adpvice in the form of & red reflective triangle Is required
10.be carried on-overy trector which hes & net rasss greater,
‘then 2 300 kg. It is elso nscessary for & werning devics
" to'be:catried In respect of each traller drawn by this class
of trector, bk o s
demmmwmgppwmngmfﬁcofg_
: ssence of a stationary vehicle on or nesr & road agd s
~ . required to be pleced behind the vehicle at a distence of
. betwesn 30-end 50 m; in such a position as te face iraffic
- approaching from the rear. While being carricdon e
vehicle 1t should be in @ protective container.

. SAFETY CHAINS:
TRACTOR/TRAILER

Trallers in.tow: are required to be coupled to the drawing

vehiclc and to éach other by means of & safety chaln or
" cable, fitted 8083 to prevent a drewbsr which hes become
uncoupled from felling to the ground. It should be noted that
2 maximum number of threb trsilers only may be towed by

. any motor’ vehicle. No tractor of {raller mey exceed 12,5

. metres in length and no combination of tractor and trallers
. mEyercesdZmettes. | . .. S

. VIEWTO THEREAR:
- -+ TRACTOR/TRAILER
.- COMBINATION

B . . ‘

e iﬁ? requires that Jf, for any reeson, the.driver of & motor ,
' The Farmar, Avgust 16/23,1990 - =

lore (fe, trillors with ® Mactory reted losd

vehicie (tractor) drawing & treller 16 unsbic to have @ clast

vidw of vebicies behind hini, & psruon must be cerried oa the'
traller In such n position as to bs cleasly visible to the driver,

K i3 then the duty of ths porson cerricd on the traller to &s-
glat the driver by recelving end communissting signals
whick would norfually: pess beiween the delver and .other
motor traffic travelling in the resr. * - vl S

.. FARM TRANSPORT:
' REGISTRATION, =
LICENSING AKD =
- INSURANCE -

o Vehizle registration cnd leenslag: - s

Subjoct to the insurence requirements est out under lem b, -
p.farmer may uit any unreglstered and/o? unliconzcd
vohicle which belongs to him onany road witkin the -
boundsry of kis furm. In the csse of & trastor and traller the
lew offers a further concesalon in ellowing, 8s-¢ general
rule, &n unregistered and/or unticensed trector to operats
outside the farm erca up to & distance of 10 Kllometres
from the ferm boundary, Whsre the declered ares of 10km

" from the farm boundary exteads intd an urban'erea (le, * | :
muanicipelity, town councif) the use of the irector within that -
urban ares will depend on tha licenzing position of the :
driver, The bolder of & tractor permit or sny ctherperion -
“who does not have & nationat drivers liconce inaclass - -
which includes rsctors le not permitied o drive enywhers -,
within these urban aress. - | .

b. Insuremee Lo .
Any motor vehicles and any treller used on any road must . -

.. -be.covered by Insurance. The dispisy
prima facle evidence of insurance but any motor vehicle

which s not iicensed, must, when used on say road, display
" an insuranoco dise (see seciion 27 of the Road Treffic Ast

1976), Note tha! the mere crosaing of & foad constitutes uss

- In conslusion, let 1t.be clearly undersiood thet, par from |

. " .the specific requirements listed, 1t is-insumbont upoa the
- ‘owney of every vehicle which ip wsed on a°road to ensure

that the vehicle If kept.in a aefe, Toedworthy condition. .

ofallcencedisals -
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