
(This article shouldbe retainedfor future reference)

MJOMnNQ aflood of enquiries regarding the law which governs term tractors end
?n public roads the following is areprint ofthe provisions ofthe Road Traffic Act

The following notes summarise the provisions of the Road
Traffic Actl976, with regard to the issue and use orTractor
Drivers Permits.

Application forms (reference No. RTLD 1) can be obtained
from any Registering Officer, or District Administrator, as
well as from the Q)mmerclal Farmers' Union. The farmer,
miner or his manager may authorise oh the application forms,
the. issue of a tractor drivers permit to a person who is
employed byhim to drive a tractor owned by the farmer or
miner..

A self employed farmer can apply to the District Ad-
ministrator of the area <»ncemed for issue of such an
authority.

The*ame fomican be used lor the issue ofaduplicate trac
tor drivers permit to replace the original provided the person
authorising the issue is satisfied that the original permit has
been,eitherdestroyed, 4ost or defaced. Certain conditions are
laid down concerning the persons authorising the issue of he
tractor drivers permits.These areas follows:
a. Ajsrmit MUST NOT be issued to any person who:

i: bimderl^years ofage
ii. holdsaZimbabwedrivers licence in the class to which

tractors belong
iii. at the time is prohibited by the Court from driving

tractors.

b. The issuerhimself mustholdavalid Zimbabwe drivers
licence inthe class to which tractors belong. Ifhe holds a
licence in classtwoor class four he'isdeemed to holda

licence 4nclass five.--—-^~~~-— -~—r—
c. The issuermust besatisfied that the person towhom the

permit is tote issued knows all the rules of the road, road
signals and road signs and that he iscompetent to drive and
control sucha vehicle.Hemustalsobe satisfied that the
driver docs not suffer from any disease or disability that
mayaffecthisability toperform such duties.

Onauthorising the issue, the duplicate form must behanded
to the Hector driver immediately. The original document,
together.with theprescribed foe of $2, mustbe forwarded im
mediately by ihe issuer to the Registrar of Road TYaffic
Licences, -P $ Mox CY 760. . Cheques should be made
payable to ^Exchequer Account11.

Tfce duplicate RTLD 1 form will be treated as a-tractor
drivers permit for a period of up to30 days or until the actual
-tractor drivers permit (RTLD 2) is processed and returned by
the Registrar. (The fee ofSimust be submitted irrespective of

^whether Jhe application is for an original or duplicate tractor
driven permit).

The tractor driver also has certain obligations and these are
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as follows:

a. if he is under 18 years of age he may only drivetractors
having anetmass of upto2 300kg.

b. He must atall times carry the permit onhimwhen driving
a tractor.

c He may only drive the tractor on the farm or registered
mining location specified on thepermit aswel) aswithina
10 km wide belt outside the boundaries of the farm or
location provided this is not within the urban area of a local
authority,

d. He must surrender thetractor drivers permit towhoever
authorised it if:
i. heceases to be employedon the establishment in

respect of whichthe permitwas Issued; or
11. he becomes the holder of a drivers licence ofa class of

vehicle to which tractors belong;or
iii. he is required to do so. '

The permit must be returned immediately'to the Registrar
for cancellation, together with particulars of the reasons for
such surrender.

It mustbe noted that the tractor drivers permit will immedi
ately become invalid once the holder Is issued with a Zim
babwe drivers licence In a class which includes tractors.

Illustration depicting the limited use ofunregistered
and unlicensed farm transport and the trectordrivers

permit

NOTES

1. 'A' marks the area 10 km from farm boundary,
2. *B' marks the areaof municipality, tows councilor

designated area of a rural council. r
13. 'R1-R7' marks aroad. • (^p.41)
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