
Speech by the Ambassador of France on the occasion of the presentation of the award
of the Ordre National du Merite to Mr Clive STOCKIL

Dear Clive Stockil,
Distinguished guests,
Dear friends,

We are gathered this evening for reasons solemn, friendly and happy.

Solemn because, on the proposal of theFrench Embassy in Zimbabwe, the President of the French Republic
has decidedto welcomeyou, Dear CliveStockil, into the French National Order of Merit

Friendly and happy,becausewe are allgathered today to celebrate a defender of the cause of the environment,
biodiversity and wildlife, a noble cause to defend in our world which threatens nature more and more for the
sake of financial prosperity or even criminal greed.

But what exacdy is the National Order of Merit? It is an award given to women and men bestowed with
outstanding military or civil virtues andwhose purpose above all is to serve —serve their country, serve their
values and also servein favourof other people.

Following the example of Napoleon thel" with the Legion of Honour, General de Gaulle created the Order
of Merit in 1963 to distinguish not only those who brought the highest contribution in defending thecountry,
but also to its intellectual, moral and economic development. The Order of Merit is a consecration, which
rewards a fulfilled life, but is also a tribute that salutes your destiny and opens a future. It gives theholder the
strength to do even more, proving furthermore their qualities that have justified their distinction. The laurels
just above the cross that I will give youin an instant, weave in a circle of hope.

The hope that yougive to this country, by your action in favour of the protection of wildlife, the hope you
give to people around the world to see the values you defend, promoted everywhere on this planet, beyond
cultural differences. It is the action of a lifetime, as you continue today at the institution you used to chair for
morethana decade : the Save Valley Conservancy.

In a challenging environment, the Save Valley Conservancy is aiming at protecting the region's environment
andits exceptional value to the benefit of future generations. It was created by several landowners in 1992, at
a time when "sustainable development", which isnow the cornerstone of all development policies, was notyet
so popular. You then showed, together withyour partners, a visionary conception of conservation that is now
shared by most of the actors in this field: the conception that wildlife and habitats are assets that can ensure
benefits to entire communities and that they should therefore be restored (when necessary), managed wisely
and protected for the future.

We are very sensitive to your action as our well known CIRAD (Centre for International Research in
Agriculture for Development) has been working in the same field with the competent Zimbabwean authorities
and institutions continuously for nearly twenty years now. By training high level Zimbabwean executives of
the National Parks Authority and academics in the field of wildlife, with a particular focus on the interests of
the local populations, we contribute to the future of themission you embraced and giveZimbabweans tools of
empowerment in this particular area.

The Save Valley Conservancy now covers an area of 3.400 square kilometres and is one of the most successful
conservancies in the country. Its main achievement is probably the protection of endangered species from
extinction, particularly the black Rhino and the painted dog. Unfortunately, we see every day that the fight
against poachers is far from overand that the role played bythe Save Valley Conservancy is more needed than
ever.
























