
(President Charles Taffs)  
Two weeks ago I had the privilege of being invited to participate in the annual AGM and Investments 

Conference of Afreximbank held in Libreville, Gabon.   

 
 The theme of my discussion was around agricultural expansion using value addition centres to pro-

mote growth and development.  The example I used was that of the Zimbabwe Coffee industry which 

built and developed a state of the art coffee processing mill, which enhanced raw commodity value, 

provided technical support, financial support and provided markets for this high value commodity for-

merly not available to the majority of Zimbabwean farmers, as well as provided and enforced the sym-

biotic relationship between large and small producers.   

 
 The Zimbabwe coffee model was exemplary but not unique in Zimbabwe.  It is a model that can be 

used in countries throughout Africa.  This presentation was well received and there is a general awak-

ening in Africa that against the coming global food crisis, Africa must reposition itself to maximise ad-

vantage to fill this commodity gap.   

 
 It was especially interesting that the African countries that have adopted strong property rights and 

investment policies are posting impressive growth figures ranging from 7 – 14% per annum and that 

those who are not are, in the main stagnant and in some cases negative.  It was glaringly obvious to all 

that general African policies must move towards strong property right principles in order to participate 

in this exciting phase of African expansion.  It was equally sad to note that many of the African coun-

tries represented are looking to position themselves in the future along the lines of where we were as 

a country 15 years ago. 

 
 At a local level it is no secret that we are a country facing a serious economic crisis and our sector is 

not being spared.  In recent weeks we have seen the brutal murder of two of our constituency, an at-

tack so serious in nature and yet so under focused by our serving authorities.  We continue after 14 

years to see evictions, threats, extortion, disregard for BIPPA agreements as well as a disregard of High 

Court orders all being the order of the day.  This continued uncertainty is quite literally killing our sec-

tor and we have and continue to try and work with relevant leaders to try and find a pragmatic solution 

to stabilize the overall agricultural environment.   

 
 At a commodity level we have seen a large expansion of tobacco volumes coming onto the market 

with the huge expansion of small scale operators. Whilst I welcome this expansion I feel I need to warn 

our Government that this tobacco trend is not sustainable and a crash is inevitable for two reasons.   

 
 Firstly the massive deforestation that is taking place to provide fuel for the increased curing demand is 

nothing short of disastrous and needs immediate remedy.  Alternative curing methods must be investi-

gated with immediate effect to avoid a national environmental disaster.  Furthermore if nothing is done 

there will be no timber in these tobacco areas to cure any crop in the future.   

 
 Secondly the bulk of the crop is of a filler style tobacco which is now competing with a global oversup-

ply of this style with massive stocks being held in countries such as China.  If the industry does not push 

for the production of heavy flavour tobacco, prices will drop drastically in the coming season.  Industry 

leaders need to tell it how it is and act accordingly to avoid such a scenario.  

 
 The problems facing maize production have negatively magnified themselves since the announcement, 

with of little to no sector consultation, of the GMB base maize price of $390 per tonne.  This price is 

against a regional oversupply of maize.  Not only is the $390 per tonne in excess of $100 per tonne 

over import parity, GMB does not have the price to pay this price anyway.  The net result being that  
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our producers have now become price takers, leading to a collapse in the basic producer price and at a stage the Zambian 

crop has not yet reached the market.   

 
 The situation is further extenuated by the importation of cheap maize meal which is placing further downward pressure on 

the base price as well as putting our local millers out of business.  We are working with farmers, millers, contractors and sup-

pliers to come up with a position paper to present to Government for their consideration, which if not successful will see little 

to no maize funding for maize production next year. 

 
 The large diversified agricultural base that we once enjoyed as a country is no longer and we urge Government to change its 

policies to allow for an all inclusive proactive, investor friendly environment to prevail.   

 
 I urge all farmers currently on the land to where possible mitigate their risk, both from a personal safely point of view as well 

as from an economic perspective. 

 
 In ending, the compensation initiative is now well advanced and is accepted by all through our efforts, that as long as this is in 

abeyance Zimbabwe will not recover its potential and therefore must be dealt with in a fair and inclusive manner, in a way that 

deals with the past allowing for a new dispensation to create a future, thereby allowing for the inevitable investment flows so 

desperately needed.  Sadly the stumbling block to this process is purely political and hopefully it will not be to long before this 

becomes a reality.  

1. FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK CONTINUED 

This week for the first time we held Council and EXECO on the same day which seems to have set a new trend for our future 

meeting days. EXECO is normally held on a Tuesday followed by Council on Wednesday but there were a number of impor-

tant meetings which caused us to hold both meetings on Thursday, which actually turned out quite convenient for many. 

 
 Listening to the reports from around the regions it sounds like the only crop which really did well this season was the grass 

which the remaining livestock and wildlife are taking full benefit from. Our main concern of course is that of fires which could 

swiftly destroy this valuable resource as well as destroying the essential humus in the soil of the cropping lands. 

 
 As mentioned above the top grades of tobacco mainly produced by some of our remaining farmers were well received by the 

market this year whilst the lower grades, or filler tobacco which seems to dominate the market is now in excess both locally 
and internationally. Therefore unless the smaller producers are able to lift their game and produce quality tobacco it may be 

difficult to attract buyer who need sufficient tobacco of the higher grades to blend with the lower grades. Should this not be 

available all growers may be severely prejudiced next season. 

 
 A further threat against the producers of the higher grades is the uncertainty and lack of confidence of investment for the 

next season caused by unnecessary threats being made against growers without any thought of what damage this is doing to 

the industry and our national economy. We are working to seek a resolution soon as it is vital that preparations for the forth-

coming season are done now and if postponed will severely damage the yields and quality. 

 
 Listening to our maize growers there has been a huge amount of theft of the commercial crop as well as a huge variation in 

price. The yields were also affected for different reasons over the various maize growing areas, which was mainly caused by 

the unusual weather patterns this season. 

 
 The weather also seriously affected the soya bean crop in some areas as did the unavailability of combine harvesters at crucial 

reaping times. The shortage of combines is obviously a symptom and result of what we have all gone through over the past 14 

years together with a lack of confidence in investment in agriculture. The few combine harvesters that are available for hire 

have to travel over large distances to get to the scattered crops, the majority of which are 20 – 30 ha in extent. The machines 

therefore seem to spend more time on the road than actually combining. Also a lot of the smaller crops are grown on poorly 

stumped and rocky ground which both slows the work as well as damaging expensive machinery. Larger planted areas are 

more easily processed. 

 
 Our winter wheat and barley crops this year is probably the smallest ever produced. There are several reasons for this but 

the main one is the insecurity followed by the very fine profit margins as well as the unstable ZESA supplies. 

 

 Frost has already taken its toll in the Gweru East and Shurugwe area so early in the winter season. 

 
Marc Carrie-Wilson was commended at Council for the sterling work he has been doing, as well as patiently attending numer-

ous meetings, on behalf of members to set up good communication links with a large number of agencies. Some of these are  

2. EXECUTIVE NEWS 
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EMCOZ, NEC, ZESA, ZINWA, ZIMRA, AMA, EMA, etc. This is part of the behind-the-scenes work that many do not know of 

through which he has been increasingly successful, the results of which are of huge benefit to all in agriculture and beyond. 

 
 Our work with ZFAT continues as does our work towards the formation of the Federation of Agricultural Unions as a step 

towards the formation of a single union. This is despite one or two unfavourable reports in the press, which will be discussed at 

our next meeting. 

 

 

Death Notice 

 

ROBERT DONALD LATHAM -  died two weeks ago after a long illness, bravely borne in his home in Cambridge.  
 Rob was a pioneer in the Rhodesian Coffee industry, having planted in the 1950s on his farm Brightside in the Rusitu Valley of 

Chimanimani. This farm was acquired for resettlement in 1980, and he moved to Fangudu in the Vumba, where he continued 

with coffee. A public spirited man, he had been Chairman of the Coffee Growers' Association and the Mutare-Odzi Catchment 

Council, and been on the board of both Chipinge and Mutare Rural District Councils. 
  
Our sympathy goes to his wife Pam, to Diana, Debbie, Anthony and Jane and his grandchildren. 

 
Condolence 
We offer our most sincere condolences to the family of the late Rob Latham who was an incredible inspiration to all of those 

involved in the Coffee Industry and wonderful example of a progressive Zimbabwean farmer who will be sadly missed. 
  
May the Lord be with them all and may his dear soul now rest in peace. 
  
Charles Taffs 
President 
Commercial Farmer's Union  

2. EXECUTIVE NEWS CONTINUED 

http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4551-farmers-unions-snub-cfu-proposal
http://www.autoworld.co.zw/
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3. SECURITY AND LAND 

This week many farmers in the main crop producing region have been threatened by a single politician whom we have been 

repeatedly told that he has absolutely no authority evict farmers still on the land. Despite this assurance his actions are causing 

serious instability and havoc in the affected areas where farms have been visited by him and a large team of war veterans as 

well as calling public meetings at which he continues to threaten farmers with eviction. 

 
 The issue with the conservancies and their hunting permits etc. has again touched the headlines and although the discussions 

continue there are some very confusing signals out there. 

 
 It seems the land situation has once again sparked a lot of interest in the press this week with some very interesting article 

and opinions being published in the press. 

 

 All reports of incidents on farms or court cases should still continue to be sent to Mike Clark. 

 
  

4. OPEN FARMERS MEETING 
 

 The date of the next meeting to be held at the Wingate Golf Club will be advised.  

 

 

  

5. GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
 

 In the Gazette of 13 June 2014 there were two item of interest which may be of interest to our members. 

 

 Statutory Instrument 95 of 2014 

 

 Postal and Telecommunications (Subscriber Registration) Regulations, 2014 

 

 These new regulations speak for themselves. 

 

 General Notice 249 of 2014 

 

 Land Acquisition Act [chapter 20:10] 

 

 Preliminary Notice to Compulsorily Acquire Land 

 

 Subdivision L of Helenvale Block in the district of Bulawayo 

Penalties in SA’s new visa laws, requirements for landlords 
 

 See above article which came out on the Johannesburg Sunday Mail last week. 

 

 Dam Levels  
 

 Here are the dam levels from ZINWA dated 23 May 2014 which have been uploaded onto our website. 

 

 Zambia National Farmers’ Union Newsletter 
 
 Herewith is a hyperlink to the latest copy of the Zambia National Farmers’ Union newsletter Number 20 of 2014, which 

makes very interesting reading as usual. 

2. EXECUTIVE NEWS CONTINUED 

http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/wildlife-and-conservancies/4559-govt-to-take-over-save-valley-conservancies
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/land-issues/4566-anomalies-blight-land-reform
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/land-issues/4566-anomalies-blight-land-reform
mailto:mashc@cfuzim.org
http://www.cfuzim.org/images/si9514.pdf
http://www.cfuzim.org/images/gn24914.pdf
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/human-rights/4567-penalties-in-sa-s-new-visa-laws-requirements-for-landlords
http://www.cfuzim.org/images/damstat23514.pdf
http://www.cfuzim.org/images/agrowatch2014.pdf
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 (From the desk of Antonnette Chingwe) 

 

 Sugar 
 
 The producer price for sugar has dropped by 9% to $574 per tonne from $627.67 last year. Commercial Sugarcane Producers 

Association of Zimbabwe vice chairperson Mr. Tawanda Mafurutu said that the producer price of raw sugar was largely deter-

mined on the global market and was subject to periodical review. According to him sugarcane growers are currently being paid 

$574 per tonne for now but the price can go up or down as the season progresses depending on what is happening worldwide. 

Last year the price declined towards the end of the selling season after starting at $627 per tonne it ended at $572. 

 
 The price of raw sugar in Zimbabwe for the 2013 marketing season dropped to US$627.67 per tonne from US$700 the previ-

ous year owing to massive production of the crop in some parts of the world, hence pushing prices down. Sugarcane growers in 

the Lowveld are this year anticipating an upsurge in production spurred by heavy rains received in the 2013-14 cropping season. 

Growth in sugarcane yield is also driven by the increase in area planted from 44 818 hectares in the 2012/ 13 season to 50 000 

hectares in the 2013 /14 season. 

 

 Inflation 
 
 Latest figures from Zimstat show that the annual inflation for May was at -0.19% gaining 0.07 percentage points on the April rate 

of -0.26% as the drop in prices slowed down when compared to last year. 

 
 The annual rate of inflation has been in negative territory for the fourth month running affirming that the economy remains and 

shall for the foreseeable future remain in a deflation pit. This is more so as the liquidity crunch continues to tighten on the back 

of weak export performance, poor domestic revenue growth and virtually no access to fiscal or monetary tools on the part of 

Government to stimulate the economy from domestic sources. Economists say the whole scenario is worsened by the continu-

ally depreciating SA rand which is the main determinant of import costs into the economy. SA sourced import prices will con-

tinue to soften, keeping Zimbabwe inflation in negative territory for the better part of the year. 

 

 Tobacco 
 
 The 2014 flue cured tobacco selling season will end on Friday 27 June 2014, earlier than the previous seasons with deliveries 

expected to surpass 200 million kg. Auction floors normally close in July. Due to the high deliveries being received at the con-

tract floors, sales will continue until further notice. Tobacco Industry and Marketing Board chief executive officer Andrew Mati-

biri said this season has been fast. The flue cured auction tobacco clean up sale for the 2014 marketing season will be held on 

July 15. 

 
 Meanwhile, statistics from TIMB show that 194 million kg of flue cured tobacco worth $619 million has been sold at an average 

price of US$3.19 since the opening of selling season in February. This is an increase of 32% from the 147 million kg of tobacco 

worth $543 million sold at an average price of US$3.69 during the same period last year. 

 

 6. LEGAL AFFAIRS 
 (From the desk of Marc Carrie-Wilson) 

 

 Back next week. 

 

 

7. ARAC UPDATE 
 (From the desk of Ben Gilpin) 

 
 Should anyone be looking for property to rent in Harare I do have a list of one or two available cottages in my office so please 

feel free to contact me. 

 

 I will be back next week. 

http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4552-sugar-producer-price-drops-9pc
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4554-latest-tobacco-auction-floors-close-friday
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4553-zim-tobacco-production-edges-towards-200-million-kg
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9. ZIMBABWE CROP PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 

(From the desk of Richard Taylor) 

 

 Field Notes:                                                                                        June 16, 2014 

Did somebody say it‘s an El Nino‘? 

By: Ernie Flint, Ph.D., CCA, Regional Agronomist 

Mississippi State University Extension Service 

 
 A wet June is an unusual thing in Mississippi since it changes the rules of game in growing crops. We didn’t think much about it 

as the month of May passed with only a few days to get cotton planted because we knew June was coming and there would be 

plenty of time to get the rest of  the soybeans in the ground, harvest the wheat, and get the double cropped beans planted. 

 
 We could not have been more wrong in our expectations since the beans and cotton that were planted during the few good 

days in May have been forced to endure almost three weeks of almost daily rain. Only a few localities have been spared the 

multiple double digit rain totals since the first of June. Low lying fields have remained saturated, severely reducing stands in 

many cases and denying access by spraying equipment. 

 
 I am surprised that someone in the major media has not brought up the subject of El Nino’ since this may be the driving force 

behind this major shift in weather as compared with recent years. If you look at historic weather records for this part of the 

nation for the past half century you will find a significant slump in rainfall during the month of June, but occasionally there are 

years when this pattern is totally backwards. When weather shifts of this magnitude occur there is usually some obvious rea-

son for it, and one of the few forces in nature capable of such influence on weather is what is meteorologists refer to as the 

Southern Oscillation. This phenomenon leads to two kinds of weather patterns, with one being El Nino’ and the other La 

Nina’. 

 
 The Southern Oscillation is driven by the cyclic energy output of the Sun. This cycle repeats on a fairly regular 22 year oscilla-

tion with the Sun reversing its magnetic polarity with each cycle. Sunspot numbers fluctuate during these cycles from low to 

high levels generally, with some cycles being much more active than others. The energy we receive follows the number of 

sunspots that can be observed on the surface of the Sun. We just came out of a very inactive cycle which was designated as 

Cycle 23. 

 
 This may sound a little redundant, but the Sun is now approaching its maximum output for Cycle 24, however the general 

level of energy produced by the sun during this cycle and the previous Cycle 23 are being described by solar observers as the 

lowest in our lifetime. Solar scholars tell us that we may be about to experience the lowest solar activity in more than a cen-

tury. 

 
 So how does all this influence our weather here in the Southern U.S.?  With all the discussion about global warming or more 

recently climate change being tossed around it’s difficult to see through all the fog and get at the facts, but a correlation made 

by Landscheidt in 1998 showed that El Nino events usually arrived at about the same time as the maximum sunspot numbers. 

This suggests that even though there is a tremendous amount of confusing information out there the two phenomenon occur 

at about the same time. El Nino can develop at other times as well, but Landscheidt’s findings show that it occurs almost every 

time sunspots are at their maximum. I am happy to let academics debate the reasons. 

 
 It’s kind of like noticing that the milk in the fridge disappears every time a certain family member comes for a visit. It does not 

take a rocket scientist to figure out where the milk is going. Neither does it take one to figure out that El Nino usually arrives 

when sunspot numbers are at their maximum, which is now. And when El Nino arrives we normally have an increase in rain-

fall. I hope our western neighbours are getting some much needed moisture from this, but for now we need a break to get 

some work done before this crop grows up in weeds. 

 

 Thanks for your time. 
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9. ZIMBABWE CROP PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Figure 2. Just in case there is some misunderstanding, this is an El Camino, not an El Nino.  

 Figure 1. This chart shows Landscheidt’s work in correlating sunspot variations and thee arrival of El Nino and La Nina. 
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9. ZIMBABWE CROP PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Commodity GMB 
04-7940799 

Kurima Gold 
O4-662392 
0772 382 028 / 0772 235 

588 

Agrifoods 
04-775623 
0712 601528 

Staywell 
04-303021 
307868 

Profeeds 
04-667173 or 

661048 
  

White Maize 390 Grade A/B 280 
7 days transfer delivered 

to Harare & Bulawayo 
Grade D 275 
7 days transfer delivered 

to Harare & Bulawayo 
Grade A/B 270 
24 hrs textacash delivered 

to Harare for 10mt & below 
Grade D 265 
24 Hrs textacash delivered 
to Harare for 10 mt and be-
low 
  

380 Con-
tracted 
Price 
  
  

290 
14 Days 
280 Cod 
  
  
  

290 
Cash at gate 82 

Woolwich Road 

Yellow Maize 310 310 380 
Contracted 
Price 

n/a 290 
Cash at gate 82 

Woolwich Road 

Maize Bran - - 200 n/a 160 

Soya beans 580 490 7 Days 
480 24hrs 

530 490 7 Days 
480 Cod 
  

500 

Soya bean Meal - 500 650 n/a 600 

Wheat 466   
  

- 480 
30 Days 

- 

Wheat Bran - - 200 - 190 

Groundnuts 570 unshelled   
  

- n/a - 

Sugar Beans 1300 n/a 
  

- n/a n/a 

Sorghum 310 - n/a n/a - 

NOTES : - - Raw Materials 
Prices 

Prices subject to 
contract availabil-
ity 
Feel free to call 
them and discuss 

All prices are 
negotiable de-
pending on ton-
nages and pay-
ment terms 

Producer Prices 

_____ Increase 
_____ Decrease   

_____ No Change 



Page 9 CFU CALLING 

Producer Prices         

South African Grain Information Services (SAGIS)     

South African Foreign Exchange (SAFEX 20th June 2014) R10.73   

Commodity Rand/tonne US$/Tonne Import Parity Import Parity 

     Rand/Tonne US$/Tonne 

White Maize 1846 172 2696 251 

Yellow Maize 1947 184 2797 264 

Wheat 3808 359 4658 439 

Soyabeans 4600 434 5450 514 

Sunflowers 5652 533 6502 613 

9. ZIMBABWE CROP PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
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 International Gulf 

     

Commodity US$/Tonne Import Parity 

    US$/Tonne 

Wheat 314 464 

Maize 210 360 

Sorghum 246 396 

Soyabeans 548 698 

_____ Increase 
_____ Decrease 

_____No Change  
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FERTILIZER Profert 
04-303054 or 

ZFC Limited 
04-753882 or 753890 

Double ‗D‘ Blend 780 14-28-14 ~ 910.00 

Tobacco Blend 920 6-28-23 ~ 980.00 

Potato Blend 816 Comp “S” 7:21:8.  0.06B ~ 970 

Sugar Blend 714 16:16:16 ~ 840 

J Blend 753 15:5:20 ~ 750 

Cotton Blend 679 Comp “L” - 680 

S Blend 734 Comp “S” 7:21:8.  760 

Lawn Fert 858 Lawn Blend 25:05:05 ~ 750.00 

Urea 694 720 

Black Urea 765 Not in stock 

AN 690 34.5% N ~ 700 

Potassium Nitrate 1655 1400 

Calcium Nitrate 816 840 

NOTES Prices are quoted per tonne Prices are quoted per tonne 

THE LATEST EDITION OF THE FARMING MAGAZINE is on sale @ $2.00 EACH 
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10. CATTLE PRODUCERS’ INFORMATION 

(from the desk of Richard Taylor) 

An interesting article from‖ The Weekend West‖.  

Australia has been left behind in the race to feed China and 

politicians and industry leaders need to work together to 

catch up, mining billionaire Andrew Forrest has warned. 

 
 Mr Forrest made this claim as he cast his eye over 

Harvey Beef for the first time since buying WA’s biggest 

beef processor and exporter for about $45 million. He said 

Australia was in danger of making the same mistakes made 
in the iron ore industry that allowed Brazil and others to 

strip away billions in export sales. 

 
 Mr. Forrest who made his billions exporting iron 

ore to China and has a vast network of contacts there 

said it was almost impossible to find Australian meat and 

produce on supermarket shelves in the world’s biggest 

market. “We pride ourselves on producing some of the best food in the world and that pride is justified,” he said. “But are 

we competing enough? No” “I am afraid we are not the ones feeding China. It is all the other big agricultural nations”  

 
―Our politicians and industry leaders need to take a very cold shower because if we take our clients for 

granted, they will go somewhere else.‖  

 
 “They did it in the iron ore industry because of union instability and because we were so focused on competing 

with one another.” 

 
 Mr. Forrest has written to politicians and industry leaders urging them to co-operate to grow agriculture or Aus-

tralia will miss the boat. “Our farming industry is struggling and we don’t have to,” he said. “We can change the agricultural 

sector of this country completely if we buy in together, if we get our foreign policies right, treat our clients as friends and 

promote ourselves properly.” 

 
 Mr. Forrest has formed the Australia-Sino 100 Year Agricultural Partnership to boost trade with China and invited 

peak industry bodies and State and Federal government ministers to join. The partnership has the backing of the business 

Council of Australia and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, who met Mr Forrest to discuss the initiative. Mr Forrest also spent 

an hour discussing the partnership and trade opportunities with the head of China’s WH Group, the world’s biggest meat 

protein supplier. 

 
 The WH Group inspected Harvey Beef shortly before Mr Forrest’s Minderoo Group sealed a deal to return the 

iconic WA business to local hands for the first time in almost a decade. The purchase, Mindaroo’s push to open up live 

cattle exports to China and Mr Forrest passionate comments on investment in agriculture boom have sent a wave of confi-

dence through WA’s farming community. Mr Forrest has about 720,000ha of pastoral land in the pilabara including Min-

daroo Station and has regularly supplied cattle to Harvey Beef. 

 
 Mindaroo has a plan for more big investments in agriculture. It also sees operational advantages in a combination 

of live exports and domestic processing. Mr Forrest said Mindaroo would continue to “put capital behind our beliefs”. 

“We (Australia) have to stop slapping ourselves on the back and look over the boundary fence and see how tough famers 

have been doing it,” “If farmers hadn’t been doing it tough for the past 20years, we could believe the rhetoric, but it is 

bulldust. We are not the food bowl of Asia.” 

 
 “If you go into almost any supermarket in China, you see Uruguay, you see Brazil, you see Argentina, all these 

other countries providing meat and produce. Where is Australia? It is not there.” “As an agricultural industry we cannot 

repeat the mistakes which the iron ore industry made in the 1990s and early 2000s where companies competed viciously 

against each other.” 

 
 Mr Forrest said the infighting and union instability cost Australia 250 million tonnes of iron ore exports a year 

estimated revenue of up to $30 billion.  END 
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What I find interesting about the above article, is that you can see so many similarities in the situation that we find our-

selves in Zimbabwe. Political intervention has collapsed our agricultural industry. Bad policy and lack of security has chased 

both investors and our clients away.  

 
 The impact that the huge decrease in agricultural production has is, loss of revenue to government, loss of em-

ployment to millions, loss of traditional clients (markets), loss of investor confidence, which impacts on industry as a 

whole.    

  
What is needed is for Politicians and industry leaders across all sectors to come together, enforce good policy, bring back 

some form a security and rule of law which will allow investor confidence thus allowing expansion of agriculture and indus-

try which will make us the bread basket of Africa once again. 

 

 OVERVIEW REPORT ON THE 82ND WORLD ASSEMBLY OF 

DELEGATES OF THE WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL 

HEALTH (OIE) 

PARIS FRANCE, 25-30 MAY, 2013 
 

  

GRADE REPORT BY GRADE  ($KG)_22-05-2014-HEADLANDS 

  

GRADE DESCRIPTION QTY AVG_KG AMTKG

4AVGKG 

12 WEANER HEIFER 3 129.33 2.06 

3 COMMERCIAL 4 405.25 1.51 

30 COMMUNAL WEANER STEER 1 177.00 1.81 

4 ECONOMY 19 340.00 1.32 

5 MANUFACTURING 2 205.50 1.24 

7 FEEDER STEER 7 283.57 1.77 

GRADE REPORT BY GRADE ($KG)_17-06-2014-GWERU  
      

GRADE DESCRIPTION QTY AVG_KG AVG_AMT 

AMTKG4A

VGKG 

 SUPERS 2.00 590.00 1,070.00 1.81 

 BULLING HEIFER 6.00 341.00 643.33 1.89 

 LONG WEANER HEIFER 5.00 252.00 526.00 2.09 

 WEANER HEIFER 11.00 185.45 389.09 2.10 

 BULLS 4.00 540.00 802.50 1.49 

 COMMERCIAL 35.00 496.00 730.86 1.47 

 COMMERCIAL PLUS 3.00 533.33 820.00 1.58 

 ECONOMY 27.00 399.81 532.04 1.33 

 MANUFACTURING 18.00 356.33 414.44 1.16 

 FEEDER STEER 8.00 297.50 448.13 1.51 

 LONG WEANER STEER 2.00 257.50 392.50 1.52 

 WEANER STEER 13.00 193.08 335.38 1.74 

http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4563-overview-report-on-the-82nd-world-assembly-of-delegates-of-the-world-organisation-for-animal-health-oie-paris-france-25-30-may-2013
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4563-overview-report-on-the-82nd-world-assembly-of-delegates-of-the-world-organisation-for-animal-health-oie-paris-france-25-30-may-2013
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4563-overview-report-on-the-82nd-world-assembly-of-delegates-of-the-world-organisation-for-animal-health-oie-paris-france-25-30-may-2013
http://www.cfuzim.org/index.php/newspaper-articles-2/agriculture/4563-overview-report-on-the-82nd-world-assembly-of-delegates-of-the-world-organisation-for-animal-health-oie-paris-france-25-30-may-2013
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SOMABHULA 16 MAY 2014 

GRADE DESCRIPTION QTY AVG_KG AVG_AMT 

AMTKG4

AVGKG 

10 BULLING HEIFERS 78.00 344.04 760.06 2.21 

11 LONG WEANER HEIFER 12.00 236.67 510.00 2.15 

12 WEANER HEIFERS 95.00 184.05 418.25 2.27 

15 BULLS 8.00 495.63 1,076.25 2.17 

3 COMMERCIAL 81.00 487.65 875.80 1.80 

4 ECONOMY 136.00 399.41 692.87 1.73 

7 FEEDER STEER 19.00 392.26 772.63 1.97 

8 LONG WEANER STEER 57.00 255.19 492.28 1.93 

9 WEANER STEER 84.00 184.05 361.43 1.96 

CC COW AND CALVES 20.00 480.70 857.50 1.78 

GRADE REPORT BY GRADE ($KG)_17-06-2014-MT-

HAMPDEN- 

GRADE DESCRIPTION QTY AVG_KG AMTKG4AVGKG 

1 SUPER 23 600.65 2.05 

10 BULLING HEIFER 22 321.50 1.71 

11 LONG WEANER HEIFER 29 249.52 1.90 

12 WEANER HEIFER 13 181.50 1.71 

3 COMMERCIAL 20 529.45 1.63 

4 ECONOMY 43 381.72 1.35 

5 MANUFACTURING 1 349.00 1.15 

7 FEEDER STEER 3 364.00 1.60 

8 LONG WEANER STEER 12 245.33 1.86 

9 WEANER STEER 26 184.35 1.60 

Forthcoming Cattle Sales 
 

 MT HAMPDEN CATTLE SALE EVERY TUESDAYS @ 12 NOON 

 

 HEADLANDS CATTLE SALE EVERY 2 WEEKS @ 11AM 

 

 See CATTLE SALE DATES FOR CC SALES NATIONWIDE for May and June 2014 on our website. 

 

  

http://www.cfuzim.org/images/ccsales1514.pdf
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BULAWAYO SHOWGROUNDS SALE PENS - SALE COLLEEN 

BAWN 

PLUMTREE 

PRICE PER Kg SLAUGHTER YOUNGSTOCK    

      

 11.06.14 06.06.14 06.05.14 17.06.14 

BULLS      

SUPERS      

CHOICE $1.64     

COM $1.54 $1.46 $1.65 $1.43 

COM/ECO $1.46 $1.35    

ECO $1.38 $1.27 $1.38 $1.25 

MAN $1.23 $1.07    

BULLS $1.43 $1.41 $1.53 $1.43 

F/STEERS  $1.57 $1.70 $1.39 

B/HEIFERS  $1.54    

W/STEERS  $1.86    

W/HEIFERS  $2.46    

BULLED HEIFERS      

YOUNG BULLS      

LONG W/HEIFERS      

CC SALES & ZIMBABWE HERD BOOK 

Brings you the 

 46th NATIONAL BULL SALE 

 DATE OF SALE  

FRIDAY 25 JULY 2014 

 ENTRIES INVITED FROM ZHB MEMBERS ONLY & CONDITIONS APPLY. 

 CONTACT 

  ZIMBABWE HERD BOOK  04-777391/756600/756129 

  

Dorper Society Update 2014 Courses 
 

 The following courses are now open for bookings. 

 

 Contact: rosevdr@gmail.com 

  

Advanced Course Harare 

Date: 21st – 24th July     $150          Further details to follow 

To secure a place, the fee needs to be paid in advance. 

mailto:rosevdr@gmail.com
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3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms cottage in beautiful situation 16Km from Mutare on main Vumba Rd. Presently unfurnished, 

but could be furnished if necessary.  Suitable for couple or small family as rooms are small.  Also possible house-sit in 

large furnished house in August. 

 

 If interested please contact Dell Smith 04-448191 or Colleen Taylor 0714412099 

 

 23 JULY 2014 

 
Ballantyne Park cottage, one large bedroom, combined lounge/dining-kitchen. Borehole, generator, very secure, unsuit-

able for children. No pets please. Email: bill@gowerfield.com 

 

 10 JULY 2014  

Cottage for Rent ! ( Greendale North) 

Newly renovated cottage on Cambridge Drive available for rent as of 1st July. One bedroom with ensuite bathroom and 

open plan living room with kitchenette. Has own parking and garden, but shared entrance with main house. $500 per 

month inclusive of electricity and water. Phone Ruth 0782 409 412 

26 JUNE 2014 

Accommodation available: 

 Well furnished cottage with large single bedroom to let in northern suburbs Harare. Rent $650/month including utilities.  

Email: arac@cfuzim.org or Phone during business hours 04 790 276/7 or 790 274 for further information 

Cottage/small house to rent situated in a large garden ( no gardening necessary) in Bulawayo: one large en-suite bed-

room, one smaller bedroom, shower, toilet and basin.  Well fitted kitchen and large lounge cum dining room. No chil-

dren or animals due to open swimming pool and other pets. Rent $450.00/month including water.  Electricity to be paid 

by tenant.For further details contact: Les Coulson 09-288873 or 0712 806 146 

 

For Sale 

We are constantly receiving requests from evicted farmers to search for suitable, reasonably priced, accom-

modation in the main centres, mainly Harare.  Often the farmers have been forced off their farms and out of their homes 

at very short notice and become refugees with nowhere to go. 

 
 We also have a number of farmers who have moved to town who can no longer afford the high rentals being asked, 

which are often being increased to prices far beyond their means. 

 
 Should you know of any suitable accommodation available, please let us know so we can keep a record to assist affected 

farmer’s. 

 

ZIMBABWE CROP PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 

 

 We have on sale the following: 

 

 Maize Handbook ~ $20.00 Soya Bean Brochure ~ $5.00 

Sorghum Brochure ~ $5.00 Wheat Brochure ~ $10.00 

Sunflower Booklet ~ $10.00 Groundnut Booklet ~ $10.00 

Contact Debbie at the CFU Offices at 42 Bates Street, Milton Park Harare or e-mail reception@cfuzim.org  if you are 

interested in purchasing any of these handbooks 

 

For Rent 

mailto:bill@gowerfield.com
mailto:reception@cfuzim.org
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CANCER CENTRE – HARARE 

Cancer Centre Thrift Shops Desperately Need any Unwanted: 

Clothes 

Kitchenware 

Furniture 

Toys 

Books 

We collect anything that can be sold!! 

Please deliver to: 

Cancer Centre 

Cnr. 6th / Livingstone Avenue 

Or 

Phone us on 04 707 673 / 707 659 / 707 481 and we will collect. 

 

 

CANCER CENTRE PHARMACY 

Now open from 0800hrs to 1700hrs, Monday to Friday. 

Contact details Email: info@oncopharm.co.zw  

Tel: 04 764 276, Tel/Fax: 04 764 277, Cell: 077 2 363 518  

We are at 60 Livingstone Avenue, safe, spacious parking, close to town. 

Cancer Centre Pharmacy 

Your one stop shop for all your Pharmaceutical requirements 

 

 

HARD WOOD 

Anybody interested in hard wood like Timvotie please contact: 0772 235 640 

Notices 

Miscellaneous For Sale / Wanted 

FARMOWICK ENTERPRISES (Pvt) Ltd 

Bag Stitchers/bag closing machines sales and services/repairs- all makes including; 

.  Fischbein portable and stationery heads. 

.  Union Special class 80800 stationery heads. 

.   Newlong portable ( In-stock now-$485-00) 

.   Express portable 

.   Yao Han portable and stationery heads. 

.  Sewing Thread/twine ( 1kg/2kg rolls) 

.  We also stock replacement spare parts for all the above including needles, belts, electric motors etc 

 

 Call us on ;  0772 348 789/  0712 433 526 

Email       ;   farmowick@gmail.com 

Visit us at Office 10, First Floor, Security Trust Building, 73-75 Kwame Nkrumah Avenue, Harare. 

 

mailto:info@oncopharm.co.zw
mailto:farmowick@gmail.com
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For Sale 

INDEPENDENT TRACTOR SERVICES 

 

 Official dealers for: 

 

 SAME, 

DEUTZ 

GASPARDO 

 

 We stock a comprehensive range of parts for the products we import and for: 

 

 FORD 

FIAT 

NEW HOLLAND. 

MASSEY FERGUSON 

 

 Full service back-up and repairs on all tractor brands 

 

 We currently have a good range of repaired / reconditioned tractors in stock including: 

 

         •       Same 603 FWD 

        •       Fiat 100.90 FWD 

        •       Deutz DX3.70 2WD 

        •       Deutz Engine F6L912, 6 Cyl, 100Hp 

        •       John Deere Engine (2850) 86Hp 

 

 Contact: Paul Collins or Aaron Aaron 

CDMA: 2911563, 2911595, 2912091/2 

Cell: 0712 401 422, 0772 426 313 

 

 Chawara Road, off Coventry Road 

Open 7 am to 4.30 pm Mon – Thu & 7 am to 3.30 pm Friday 

 

 

FENCE AFRICA 

For all you’re Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Security requirements. 

 

 We will quote for free! 

 

 We will also supply and install any of the following specialized security fencing: 

 

 Razor wire 

Farm and Game fencing 

Electric Wall top and Panel Protection fencing 

General fencing 

Palisade Fencing 

Bonox Fencing 

 

 We make all sizes of diamond mesh. 

 

 Contact: Harare - Dirk 077 2 337 853 or Allan 077 2 292 108  

P O Box AY 234, Harare. Unit 5, 18 Martin Drive, Msasa, Phone: 04 446 386, Tel/Fax: 04 498 790 

Email: soper@zol.co.zw 

 

 Bulawayo 09 60476/60352 

Tembo Mawarire: 23b Josiah Chinamano Avenue, Belmont, Bulawayo 

 

mailto:soper@zol.co.zw
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For Sale 

N.TSELENTIS (PVT) LTD 

46 KAGUVI STREET, HARARE OR 23C IVAN MAGUIRE WAY, HARARE 

750753, 790210, 755508 

EMAIL: sales@tselentisgroup.co.zw 

Website: www.tselentisgroup.com 

 

 SALES STAFF: BRIGHTON, ROKI, MERCY, ERNST, STANLY. 

Please note: ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT. 

Overalls Poly Cotton Price Starts at $9.15 

Work Suits Poly Cotton Price Starts at $11.20 

Guard Suits Poly Cotton Price Starts at $16.80 

Dust Coats Poly Cotton Price Starts at $9.40 

House Coats Poly Cotton Price Starts at $7.60 

Heavy Duty Bronson Gumboots. Black Boot & Yellow Sole $12.70 

Budget Gumboot $8.50 

Rain Coats Price Starting at $8.35 

Rain Suit Price Starting at $10.98 

Blankets in stock 

Heavy Duty Humber Bicycles and Spares in stock 

Mazari Out Door Adventure Clothing. www.mazariafrica.com 

Feel Free to Email or Phone your orders in and we will deliver within the greater Harare area. 

 

ZFC LIMITED 

 
 Increase your yield with each harvest by using fertilizers from ZFC.  We have a wide range of fertilizers which is suitable for 

all your crops.  We also provide you with a range of speciality fertilizers for horticulture.   Where you have special needs we 

will make custom made blends to suit your particular requirements. 

We are manufacturers and marketers of fertilizers (compounds and straights), gypsum and lime. 

Contact us, Phone: 04 753 882-8, 759 044-6 or Cell: 077 2 236 091-3 or Email: gurirar@zfc.co.zw or mutondorob@zfc.co.zw  

ZFC Limited 

Crop Chemicals 
Give your crop a head start by using agro-chemicals from ZFC.  A wide range of chemicals is available for use in your field 

crops and in horticulture.   

You can get:   

 

 Fungicides 

Insecticides 

Herbicides 

Adjuvants 

Nematicides 

Growth regulators 

Grain protectants 

 

 We also provide you with a wide range of animal health products. 

Vacancies 

AVAILABLE TO FARMSIT! 

Contact Stu Taylor 

Cell : 0772 100 475 

Email : thetaylors1234@gmail.com 

 

 26  JUNE 2014 

mailto:sales@tselentisgroup.co.zw
http://www.tselentisgroup.com
http://www.mazariafrica.com
mailto:gurirar@zfc.co.zw
mailto:mutondorob@zfc.co.zw


Page 20 CFU CALLING 

11. CLASSIFIEDS 

Vacancies Continued 

Services  

Farm  Sitter  available! 

 
 I am available for farm sits. I have farmed in the Karoi area since 1976. Tobacco, maize and cattle as  main crops. If refer-

ences are required please contact the following whom I have worked for : 

 

 Dave Gregson  Allcott : Centenary  0712 869 167 

Geff Dollar : Guruve  0772 385 414 

My name is Mike Lapham : (04) 861 007, 0712 410 417 email : doublel@mango.zw 

 

CALL US NOW FOR A HASSLE FREE SECURITY SOLUTION 

04 614 626   /   2927082   /   0772 321 746 

sales@pmb.co.zw 

Electric Fencing                         Precast Walling 

Razor & Barbed Wire                Electric Gates 

Domestic Quarters                    Burglar Bars 

Diamond Mesh and Bonox      Brick Walling 

Garages                                      Wall Raising 

Cottages    Pallisade Fencing 

ASTRON BOREHOLE SITEING 
MIKE SMITH – WATER DIVINER 

TEL : (263 04) 741043 

CELL : 263 712 338 615 

J.J.C. BUILDING SERVICES 

 

 Specialist in: 
Building, plastering, carpentry, painting, tiling, driveways, maintenance, molding bricks, Durawall supply and repairs, sell and 

erect Durawall posts and panels 

 

 Durawall 

Plain Walls:- 

6 foot = 1,8 metres – US$25 p/m 

7 foot = 2 metres – US$30 p/m 

8 foot = 3 metres – US$40 p/m 

 

 Durawall 

Design Walls:- 

6 foot = 1,8 metres – US$35 p/m 

7 foot = 2 metres – US$40 p/m 

8 foot = 3 metres – US$45 p/m 

65% deposit required prior to commencement of work 

 

 Director: John Chitonho 

7 Eddie Kye, Msasa Park 

mailto:doublel@mango.zw


Page 21 CFU CALLING 

11. CLASSIFIEDS 

FENCE AFRICA 

For all you’re Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Security requirements. 

 

 We will quote for free! 

 

 We will also supply and install any of the following specialized security fencing: 

 

 Razor wire 

Farm and Game fencing 

Electric Wall top and Panel Protection fencing 

General fencing 

Palisade Fencing 

Bonox Fencing 

 

 We make all sizes of diamond mesh. 

 

 Contact: Harare - Dirk 077 2 337 853 or Allan 077 2 292 108  
P O Box HG 449, Harare, P O Box AY 234, Harare. Unit 5, 18 Martin Drive, Msasa, Phone: 04 446 386, 

Tel/Fax: 04 498 790 

Email: soper@zol.co.zw 

 

 Bulawayo 09 60476/60352 

Services Continued 

Have your woolen and silk Persian rugs including kilems professionally repaired to international dexterity standards 

Call now for free foreign embassies and local household references 

Mr. Sebata 

+263774631635 

+263712772427 

For more information about e'Pap and where 
to get it e mail epapzimbabwe@gmail.com 

or call 077 241 0260 or 0712 629592. 

mailto:soper@zol.co.zw
http://www.autoworld.co.zw/
http://epapzimbabwe.blogspot.com/
mailto:epapzimbabwe@gmail.com


 

Disclaimer and Copyright 

The information contained in this document is strictly confidential and solely for the intended addressee(s). 

The document is written without prejudice. The views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of either 

the sender, or the Commercial Farmers’ Union (“CFU”). The Copyright to this document is owned by 

CFU. Unauthorised reproduction, disclosure, modification, and/or distribution of this document are 

unlawful. If you have received this document via email in error please notify the sender and CFU 

immediately and delete it from your system. Permission for publication or forwarding must be obtained 

from CFU. Telephone - 263-04-790264/792757/790274/790277/790276 or e-mail dir2@cfuzim.org  

 

To Advertisers 
Advertisements are published as instructed by the advertiser or their authorized agent/representative. 

Every effort is made to edit or confirm any seemingly erroneous content or typographical errors 

which may appear therein. Notwithstanding this, we do not accept any responsibility whatsoever for 

any errors which appear in the above advertisements. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to 

ensure that the content of a placed advertisement is correct in all respsects 

COMMERCIAL 

FARMERS‘ UNION OF 

ZIMBABWE 

 

42 Bates Street, 

Milton Park, 

Harare,  

Zimbabwe 

 

Tel:  + 263 4 790 274/6/7 
Cell:  + 263 772 235 640 

E-mail:  dir2@cfuzim.org 

Website:  www.cfuzim.org 

Please let us know your 

comments and views on 

items contained within 

this issue or any other 

issues of CFU Calling by 

sending an email to us on 

dir2@cfuzim.org 

COMMENTS 

AND VIEWS 

To advertise - 
 

Please Email advert@cfuzim.org  

 

 For current ―minimal‖ rates as from 3 January 2011 email advert@cfuzim.org  

 
 Please send your adverts to advert@cfuzim.org  by Tuesday 12 noon and send prompt 

payment with a copy of your advert to CFU Classifieds, , 42 Bates Street, Milton Park,  

Harare   (where  the old Red Cross Building used to be) 

Look for us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/commercialfarmersunionofzimbabwe 

Open Farmer‘s Meeting  

To be confirmed 

 

46th NATIONAL BULL SALE —  

FRIDAY 25 JULY 2014 
CONTACT   ZIMBABWE HERD BOOK  04-777391/756600/756129 

11. Reminder of Important Dates 

mailto:dir2@cfuzim.org
mailto:advert@cfuzim.org
mailto:advert@cfuzim.org
mailto:advert@cfuzim.org
https://www.facebook.com/commercialfarmersunionofzimbabwe
https://www.facebook.com/commercialfarmersunionofzimbabwe

