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• Lack of protective equipment
• Financial constraints, time pressure and 

fatigue
• Lack of awareness / training / information
• Subcontracting, seasonal workers, migrant 

workers 



• Contact with overhead 
distribution lines

• Absence of proper earthing

• Overloaded circuits

• Damaged wiring

• Missing safety shields

• Unsafe and illegal extensions



 Many workers have been 
electrocuted when 
moving irrigation pipe 
(20 feet sections) and 
contact overhead power 
lines

 Workers also 
electrocuted when 
moving and when 
contacting power lines 
with front end loaders



ELECTRICAL HAZARDS EFFECTS

 SHOCK. Electric shock occurs when the human 
body becomes part of the path through which 
current flows.

 The direct result can be electrocution.

 The indirect result can be injury resulting from a 
fall or movement into machinery because of a 
shock.

 BURNS. Burns can result when a person touches 
electrical wiring or equipment that is energized



Legislation applicable to theft of electricity, 
illegal connections and carrying of irrigation 
pipes under electricity lines is as follows;





ZERA has drafted Public Safety Regulations which criminalize acts of omission or 
commission by farm owners.

Extract from Regulations:

















 Electrical equipment shall be free from recognized 

hazards that are likely to cause death or serious 

physical harm to employees





http://www.zera.co.zw/



